
                                                                                                                               
 

                                                                                
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                           
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                         NEXT MEETING:   Feb 27, 2011    The OAS meeting begins with a 

social time and set up time at  1:30 pm The business portion of the meeting 

begins at 2p.m..  Our  meetings are held in the Hardesty South Regional 

Library which is located off memorial behind the car dealership at 8316 East 

93rd Street 
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HEY, HAVE YOU 

HEARD WE ARE 

GOING TO EAT 

AT THE NEXT 

MEETING? 

YES, WE CAN GO 

FROM SHOULDER 

TO SHOULDER. IT 

WILL BE A 

FEAST!  I LOVE A 

PARTY! 

 MY HUMAN  HAS FIXED 

MY FAVORITE SNACK.   



 

The Oklahoma Avicultural Society is a proud member of the 

American Federation of Aviculture 

The Oklahoma Avicultural Society News is published monthly by the Oklahoma Avicultural Society, a non-profit 
organization, and sent to all members.  Information contained in messages, letters, articles and/or advertisements in all OAS  
publications reflects the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of this organization.  The Oklahoma Avicultural 
Society and its officers cannot be held responsible for events or actions related to the use or misuse of material contained in 
any paper or electronic publication generated as a service of this organization.  Written permission must be obtained from 
authors of any “all rights reserved” materials.  All other materials may be reprinted provided credit is given to OAS and the 
author. 
 
Club Objectives 
A. To promote quality of birds along sound avicultural lines. 
B. To monitor legislative activity that might threaten, endanger, or otherwise affect the Avicultural community. 
C. To obtain and distribute information by educational speakers, exhibits, and general fellowship necessary to complement 

the keeping, raising and breeding of caged birds. 
D. To support and assist other organizations with similar goals or interests, whether state, national or international. 
 

Submissions 
All members of OAS may submit materials or ideas for this newsletter.  Volunteers, writers, reporters and people with 

editorial ideas are encouraged to participate.  Original material or reprinted articles will be accepted, but must have 
copyrighted release or permission to reprint, including author or contact person, with submission.  All submissions must be 
received by the editor by the 10

th
 of the month of publication. 

Submit Newsletter Information To: 
Alena Jo Gleason, Editor – djglee@totelcsi.com  Phone: 918-275-4605 
Mail to:  Oklahoma Avicultural Society  
         P.O. Box 580155, Tulsa, OK  74158-0155 
 
All ad rates are per issue and payable in advance.  Ads must be copy ready on white stock, and turned in to the editor by the 
10th of the month.                                  Centerfold (7-1/2 x 10) - $30/month 
  Full Page $15.00/mo     Quarter Page $8.00/mo 
  Half Page $10.00/mo     Business Card $5.00/mo 
  Non-member Classified: $4.00 for 20 lines; $.20/line 21+ 
  Member Classified: First 20 lines Free; $.20/line 21+ 
 
Membership Dues includes newsletter subscription. (Prorated for New Only) 
 Individual - $20.00/year     *     Student - $15.00      *      Couple - $30.00/year     *      Lifetime - $250 
 
Meetings begin at 1:30 p.m. on the FOURTH Sunday of every month (except December and at times in May) at the 
Hardesty South Regional Library, 8316 East 93rd Street, Tulsa.  Any meeting changes will be published in the newsletter and 
online on the Forum pages. 
OAS OFFICERS – 2010 
      President      (2010-2012)       Jim Geurin                   (918) 451-9046 jim.geurin@kktarchitects.com 
 1

st
 V. P.        (2008-2010)   Alena Jo Gleason      (918) 275-4605 djglee@totelcsi.com 

 2
nd

 V.P.        (2010-2010)           Debra Rivers                 (918) 828-3402          OK1Saddlebabe@aol.com
 Treasurer    (2010-2012)           Debbie Davis               (918) 252-1781           sirian@cox.net 
      Secretary     (2010-2012)   Karen O’Brien     (918) 798-8908           kjocps@cox.net 
Board. Members  at Large 
                       (2010-2012)             
                       (2010-2010)            Robert Morgan            (580) 310-0864          25birdz@wildblue.net 
 
Public Relations. Comm.                             Mary Hill                     (918) 437-3343 keeper@deshanekennels.com 
Library Comm.                                            Donna Dozier              (918) 245-6226           dozier-munn@sbcglobal.net 
Membership Comm.                                    Debbie Davis               (918) 252-1781          sirian@cox.net 
Bird Fair Comm                                          Mary Hill                     (918) 437-3343          keeper@deshanekennels.com 
AFA   DELEGATE                                     Debbie Davis               (918) 252-1781  sirian@cox.net 

Refreshment Comm                               Kathleen Jones         (918) 855-5170        birdlady1951@hotmail.com 
2   



 

 
The following business card ads are from sponsors who help support the OAS. You can help 
by supporting them.     Also, consider putting your ad in. 
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Forest Trails Animal Hospital 
 
Paul L. Welch, DVM Lisa.K..Munson, DVM 
Jenny Greenhouse, DVM    Michael A. Rhodes, DVM 

Merrilee Q'Meilia, DVM 
 

6528 East 101 St                                           (918)  299-8448 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133                        (fax) (918) 299-3933 

 

    

Best F riends V eterinary H ospitalB est F riends V eterinary H ospitalB est F riends V eterinary H ospitalB est F riends V eterinary H ospital    
 

Carol Best, D.V.M.  
 

 

 Telephone :  (918) 66375965417 S. Mingo Rd.  

Emergency:  (918)  637-3120Tulsa, OK 74146  

 

DONATE FEATHERS! 

Donate molted feathers to the Feather Depot 

www.aeocities.com/ilblalock5857/featherdeoot.html 

Feathers will be used in Native American spiritual ceremonies, NOT SOLD! All sizes and types of feathers can be used.  We will clean the 

feathers.   Contact Betty at 918- 249-3768 or email: is omuzuki@windstream.net.  when you have feathers to donate or give them to Alena Jo 

Gleason .at the monthly meetings..  (Editor note:  for small feathers use your dust buster to pick them up.  It is an easy way to collect something 

that small) 

 

 
It’s Spring Fling Bird Fair Time 

Our fair is scheduled for March 5th. Hope everyone has 

it on their calendar.  Our fairs are successful because 

of all the work that is done by the OAS members. 

 

We need volunteers to help at the fair Friday night and 

Saturday.  Call any of the board members and they will 

get you signed up.  The board member’s phone number 

are listed in the newsletter on the second page. 

 

We need items for the raffle tables.  Bring them to the 

meeting  this Sunday, Feb. 27th.  Give them to Kathleen 

Jones or Alena Jo Gleason and they will get them to 

the fair.  If you can’t bring them Sunday, you can bring 

them to the fair. 



PAID MEMBERS ADS 

 
 

Brought To your by: 

Mary Hill, OAS Member 

 

Please contact her at: 

DeShane Kennels, Inc. 

1115 S. 129
th
 E. Ave. 

Tulsa, Ok. 74108 

918  437-3343 

 

Seeds, Pellets, other foods                                http://www.deshanekennels.com 

And Treat Products                                           keeper@deshanekennels.com 

 

Call Mary to let her fill your Pretty Bird needs.  Look for her at most club meetings.  Call ahead and she’ll bring it to you at the 

meeting.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTES TO MEMBERS: 

 
 1  Our meeting is this Sunday, Feb 27th.  Hope you are planning to come and share a meal with 

everyone.  Bring your favorite finger food.  Be sure that the food is safe for our birds.  They like to 

join us for a snack.  After all they know they are the most important members. Right?  Then we 

will settle down for a good DVD.   We all need a good time and relaxation after that record 

breaking winter snow.  What better way to spend your time than visiting with each other about 

our favorite subject, our birds. 
 

2       MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
2010 Membership expired at the end of  December.  Hope everyone was able to send in their renewal.  
             

      

 

 

     

January  23,    Betty Brewer                                                            February   27  Video/Pot Luck 

 March  5        Spring Fling Bird Fair                                                March   27  Members Presentation (Show & Tell) 

 April 17  (3rd Sun.)  Madelyn Franco                                              May 22     TBA 

June  26    TBA                                                                                July  24      TBA 

 August 28   TBA                                                                             September 10      Indian Summer Bird Fair 

September 25     AFA Report                                                          October  23   TBA 

November 20 (3rd Sun )  Holiday Party                                           December No Program-See you next year    
*Don’t miss the party, it’s lots of fun* 
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Pretty 

Bird 

Consider putting your ad here. 

This newsletter reaches many who will see your AD on a regular 

basis. It’s Cheap Advertising. 

2011 OSA EVENT CALENDAR 



AFA IN BRIEF 

February 2011 

Editor - Carol Lee 
   

The AFA 37th Annual Convention “Jewels in Aviculture"  

San Francisco, California, August 3-6, 2011 

Join us for 4 days of Education & Excitement! Speakers, Vendors, Raffles, Games, Fun!  

AFA4Kidz--Saturday. August 6th--4pm to 6pm  
For more information: Convention@afabirds.org  

AFA Office (512) 585-9800  

P.O. Box 91717 Austin, TX 78709  

www.AFABirds.org   
 

Exciting new addition to the 2011 AFA Convention! 

Lory League Hookbill Show - Budgies to Macaws 

Co-sponsored by the Lineolated Parakeet Society  

Birdshow@LoryLeague.com 

Judge: Linda Rubin - MA SPBE Affiliated  

Saturday, August 6th - 9:00am to 3:00 pm 
 

Attention Florida Residents! 

Exotic Newcastle’s disease (END) was diagnosed in three double crested cormorants (Phalacrocorax auritus) 

in Pinellas County Florida last week. Fred Smith, the Florida regional director for the American Federation of 

Aviculture, Inc. (AFA), is working with the Florida Department of Agriculture and the Florida state 

veterinarian's office to keep us updated. Complete notice at www.afabirds.org .  

     

2011 Call for Papers  
We invite you to submit a proposal to present a paper at our annual convention. Proposals should be submitted 

in the form of an abstract, accompanied by a brief biographical sketch identifying the author’s experience with 

the topic to be presented and other relevant information. Please consider submitting multiple abstracts as you 

have the opportunity to give more than one presentation. Abstracts will be accepted through February 15, 

2011.  

For more information, please go to www.afabirds.org .      

     

Fundamentals of Aviculture Level 1  
By Rick Jordan & Barbara Heidenreich  

With illustrations by Lyrae Perry  

  This online course provides a foundation for the emerging science of aviculture. It is presented in nine 

chapters ranging from anatomy and physiology to avian behavior; from laws and regulations affecting 

aviculture to how to provide proper housing and prevent illness of birds in our care. To learn more & to enroll, 

please go to: http://www.afabirds.org/foa_intro.shtml .  

  The second course in the series, Fundamentals of Aviculture II (Intermediate Aviculture) is in final 

developmental stages. Students that have taken the first class will be notified when the course is ready. The 

projected target date is on or before March 31, 2011. All students enrolling in FOA II will have to have 

completed the first level class to enroll. For more information, contact Linda Seger, FOA Development at 

foatech@earthlink.net.   
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American Federation of Aviculture 2011 Calendars *  

 

Support the AFA and purchase a 2011 calendar today! This popular item is now available in the AFA Store 

and is a great gift idea. To learn more, and to preview the stunning photographs in this calendar, click on 

http://www.afabirds.org/AFA_Store/index.shtml  

Contact the AFA office for a discount when purchasing 10 or more!   

Phone: (512) 585-9800 email: afaoffice@afabirds.org  

 

2010 AFA Convention DVD’s !  
Selected videos of presentations from the 2010 AFA Convention are now available on DVD from the AFA 

Store!  Proceeds from the sale of these DVDs help further AFA's efforts in Conservation and Research, and are 

a great addition to your library of educational material.  Quantity discounts apply.  Visit the AFA Store for 

more information. www.afabirds.org.  

   

Important Dates to Remember:  

AFA Board of Directors Meeting  
February 19, 2011 

Teleconference  

   

AFA Board of Directors Meeting  
April 29-30, 2011 

Houston Hilton North 

Houston, TX  

   

AFA Board of Directors Meeting  
August 2-7, 2011 

AFA Convention, San Francisco, CA  

   

Last day to re-affiliate your club or specialty organization and update your delegate membership is May 15, 

2011. 

 

AFA BOD Election will begin in May 2011-To nominate persons for AFA Board of Directors, contact Julia 

Stacy (elections@afabirds.org), the AFA Elections Committee Chairperson.  

 

Have You Been to the AFA Store Lately? 

CITES Pin number 26, the Plum-headed parakeet, is now available. Order yours today and keep your sets 

complete. All CITES pins can be purchased online at www.afabirds.org  and follow the links to the store. 

  

American Federation of Aviculture is now on Facebook 

Check us out! Become a fan! 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/American-Federation-of-

Aviculture/202528641356?ref=search&sid=1045015622.1239114812..1  

  

JOIN AFA TODAY! 

Apply for corporate and individual membership here: 

http://www.afabirds.org/membership.shtml   

Become an AFA Corporate Sponsor Today!  

Platinum, Gold, Silver & Bronze Sponsorship Packages Available.  

www.afabirds.org    
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Affiliate Your Club Here:  

 

Whether you are renewing your club affiliation or your club is affiliating for the first time, all clubs must 

complete the affiliation form (see link below) each calendar year. Affiliation forms, along with applicable fees, 

are due to the AFA Office.  Affiliations must be received by April 30th, 2011 to receive all benefits.  Visit the 

Club Resources page to download your form now. (See link below) or contact the AFA Office: 

afaoffice@afabirds.org 

  

http://www.afabirds.org/private/club_resources.shtml  

 

Looking for leg bands? Check the AFA Store here: http://afabirds.org/AFA_Store/index.shtml  

 

American Federation of Aviculture, Inc.  

www.afabirds.org  

PO Box 91717 

Austin TX 78709-1717 

Tel. 512-585-9800 

Fax. 512-858-7029 

afaoffice@afabirds.org  
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We want to thank Betty Brewer for her very interesting program on “Why 

we save feather.”  Three of her friends who use our feathers joined her and 

described how they use them.  They let us know how important this is to 

them.  And it is important for us also.  There is  a limited supply of feather 

available that can be used.  Migratory bird’s feather s not allowed except 

with a permit.  Some have to be turned in to the government.  These feathers 

have to be obtained by allotment.  There is a long waiting list.   

We need to make the saving of feather one of our very important projects!   

Gather all feathers no matter what shape.  They can be used. Partial 

feathers are just as important as the complete feathers.  SAVE THEM 

ALL AND TURN THEM IN.  Bring them to the meeting and give them 

to Alena Jo and she will see that they get to Betty. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                           

We want to thank Carol Spillman for all the time she has given to OAS.  She has worked with 

the board for several years in many areas.  Due to her work schedule she has had to resign from 

the board.  But she will see us at our meetings and events when she can.   Thanks Carol  

 



Minutes of General Meeting – January 23, 2011 

 

At 2:00 PM, President Jim Geurin brought the first General Membership meeting of 2011 to 

order at the Hardesty Regional Library and requested all cell phones be silenced.  There were 20 

members and 4 guests present.  Officers in addition to President Geurin included: 1
st
 Vice 

President Alena Jo Gleason, 2
nd

 Vice President Debra Rivers, Treasurer Debbie Davis, 

Members-at-Large Carol Spillman & Robert Morgan, Secretary Karen O’Brien and Committee 

Chairs Donna Dozier (Library), and Kathleen Jones (Refreshment). 

 

The minutes from the November General Meeting, and the December 4 and January 4 Board 

Meetings, which were published in the January newsletter, were approved. 

 

Debbie Davis, Treasurer, presented the current finances, which were approved.   

 

Mary Hill, Bird Fair Chairperson, was on vacation, but had left word that all was moving 

forward for the March 5
th

, 2011 Bird Fair.  Everyone was invited to gather items, which need not 

be bird related, for the raffle table.  Also, the need for one or more club members to take Mary’s 

place for the September bird fair was once again presented, since Mary will be gone at that time.  

Now would be a good time to start following her around to see what’s involved. 

 

At 2:10 p.m., the business meeting was adjourned and club member/speaker, Betty Brewer was 

introduced.  Some information I took away:  the feathers donated by our pets are used in various 

ceremonial items because birds carry prayers to the Creator; and there are governmental 

restrictions on gathering even molted feathers from migratory birds, limiting access to only card-

carrying permitted Native Americans. The rationale for that is that someone may decide to kill 

birds to obtain feathers for sale.    

 

If anyone wants to donate feathers molted from their pet birds, all sizes are welcome and used by 

the group Betty works with.  Bring them to our monthly meetings and Alena Jo will collect them 

to take to Betty. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Karen O’Brien, Secretary 

 

 

NOTE:  Due to the impending epic snow storm, the Board meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 

February 1, was cancelled.  However, the Board members have consistently been in touch with 

one another to continue carrying on OAS business. 
 

NO BOARD MINUTES FOR FEB.  DUE TO BAD WEATHER THE MEETING WAS CANCELED 
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Birds can Dance! 

Friday, May 01 2009 @ 03:12 AM BST 

Contributed by: Paul Brennan  

Birds Can Dance, Experts (and Zany Videos) Reveal 

Matt Kaplan for National Geographic News 

April 30, 2009 

 

His tastes may be sooo ten years ago, but the Backstreet Boys' smallest fan has helped scientists make an all-new 

discovery: Birds can dance. 

 

And so far, they're the only known animals to display such rhythm. 

 

Cats, dogs, and lab monkeys spend lots of time around human music. But no animal had ever been confirmed as 

moving to a beat—leading to the common belief that animals ain't got rhythm. 

 

For one of two new studies on animal dancing, Aniruddh Patel at the Neurosciences Institute in San Diego and 

colleagues worked with Snowball the parrot, which seems to love "dancing" to the likes of Queen and Backstreet 

Boys. 

 

To test whether the sulphur-crested cockatoo was really keeping a beat, the scientists would change the music's 

tempo—represented in these videos as "BPM" (beats per minute). 

 

Not one to miss a beat, Snowball quickly picked up the new rhythms, stomping and head-bobbing in time. 

"We were surprised by the degree Snowball could adjust his tempo," Patel said. 

 

Only "Talking" Birds Can Dance? 

 

The team theorized that dancing in rhythm relies on brain systems for vocal learning, found in humans and many 

parrots—an idea put to the test by the other study, led by Adena Schachner at Harvard University. 

 

Schachner's team reviewed thousands of YouTube videos showing bird species that imitate sounds "dancing" to 

music.  

 

"Across the hundreds of species in the database, we only found evidence of keeping a beat in species that could 

imitate sound," Schachner said.  

 

Aqua Boogie? 

 

The finding is a bit surprising, since wild parrots are not known to dance to other birds' songs, Schachner said. 

 

No other wild animals are known to dance in time with music, either, for that matter. But the Neurosciences 

Institute's Patel noted that other animals are vocal learners, including a few that aren't born with dancing feet—or 

any feet at all. 

 

"I'm now particularly interested in finding out if dolphins can move to the beat of music, as they, like humans, 

and unlike all other primates, are vocal-learning mammals." 
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(Also see "Got Rhythm? Baby Zebrafish Do.") 

 

Findings published online in Current Biology on April 30, 2009. 

 

 

Videos: http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2009/04/090430-birds-dance-rhythm.html  

0 comments 

http://www.freeparrots.net/article.php?story=2009050103123252 

****************************************************************************************************  

New Australian Parrot Species Discovered 

Sunday, December 19 2010 @ 12:06 PM GMT 

Contributed by: MikeSchindlinger  

A team of Australian researchers has identified a new, critically endangered species of ground parrot in Western 

Australia. 

By the BirdChannel.com News Division 

Posted: December 15, 2010, 11:00 p.m. PST 

 

Australian researchers have identified a new, critically endangered species of 

ground parrot in Western Australia.The team, led by Australian Wildlife 

Conservancy’s Dr. Stephen Murphy, used DNA from museum specimens up to 

160 years old to reveal that populations of ground parrots in eastern and 

western Australia are highly distinct from each other and that the western 

populations should be recognized as a new species, Pezoporus flaviventris. 

 

“The discovery has major conservation implications,” said Murphy in an 

Australian Wildlife Conservancy press release. “The Western ground parrot has declined rapidly in the last 20 

years, there are now only about 110 birds surviving in the wild and most of these are confined to a single national 

park. It is now one of the world’s rarest birds.” 

Dr. Jeremy Austin, Deputy Director of the Australian Centre for Ancient DNA at the University of Adelaide said, 

“Our findings demonstrate that museum collections, some going back more than 150 years, continue to be 

relevant and can provide critical information for understanding and conserving the world’s biodiversity into the 

future.” 

 

Director of CSIRO’s Australian National Wildlife Collection, Dr Leo Joseph, said that, “Even after 200 years of 

study, we are still recognizing new species of birds in Australia. This finding highlights the need for further 

research on Australia’s unique, and sometimes cryptic, biodiversity.” 

 

The team's findings have been published this month in the international conservation research journal 

Conservation Genetics. Learn more information about the Australian Wildlife Conservancy at its website.  

 

http://www.freeparrots.net/article.php?story=20101219120626687  
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