
 
 

i 
                  

 
               

 
                                                                    

                    
   

                
 
                        

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                      
         
                                                 
i  NEXT MEETING:    JAN. 24,2010    The OAS meeting begins with a 

social time and set up time at  1:30 pm, the fourth Sunday of each month.  
The business portion of the meeting begins at 2p.m..  Our  meetings are 
held in the Hardesty South Regional Library which is located off memorial 
behind the car dealership at 8316 East 93rd Street 
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The Oklahoma Avicultural Society is a proud member of the 
American Federation of Aviculture 

Oklahoma Avicultural Society, a non-profit organization, and sent to all members.  Information contained in messages, letters, articles and/or advertisements in all OAS 

publications reflects the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of this organization.  The Oklahoma Avicultural 
Society and its officers cannot be held responsible for events or actions related to the use or misuse of material contained in 
any paper or electronic publication generated as a service of this organization.  Written permission must be obtained from 
authors of any “all rights reserved” materials.  All other materials may be reprinted provided credit is given to OAS and the 
author. 
 
Club Objectives 
A. To promote quality of birds along sound avicultural lines. 
B. To monitor legislative activity that might threaten, endanger, or otherwise affect the Avicultural community. 
C. To obtain and distribute information by educational speakers, exhibits, and general fellowship necessary to complement 

the keeping, raising and breeding of caged birds. 
D. To support and assist other organizations with similar goals or interests, whether state, national or international. 
 
Submissions 
All members of OAS may submit materials or ideas for this newsletter.  Volunteers, writers, reporters and people with editorial 
ideas are encouraged to participate.  Original material or reprinted articles will be accepted, but must have copyrighted release 
or permission to reprint, including author or contact person, with submission.  All submissions must be received by the editor 
by the 10th of the month of publication. 
 
Submit Newsletter Information To: 
Alena Jo Gleason, Editor – djglee@totelcsi.com  Phone: 918-275-4605 
Mail to:  Oklahoma Avicultural Society  
       P.O. Box 580155, Tulsa, OK  74158-0155 
 
All ad rates are per issue and payable in advance.  Ads must be copy ready on white stock, and turned in to the editor by the 
10th of the month.   

Centerfold (7-1/2 x 10) - $30/month 
  Full Page $15.00/mo     Quarter Page $8.00/mo 
  Half Page $10.00/mo     Business Card $5.00/mo 
  Non-member Classified: $4.00 for 20 lines; $.20/line 21+ 
  Member Classified: First 20 lines Free; $.20/line 21+ 
 
Membership Dues includes newsletter subscription. (Prorated for New Only) 
 Individual - $20.00/year     *     Student - $15.00      *      Couple - $30.00/year     *      Lifetime - $250 
 
Meetings begin at 1:30 p.m. on the FOURTH Sunday of every month (except December and at times in May) at the 
Hardesty South Regional Library, 8316 East 93rd Street, Tulsa.  Any meeting changes will be published in the newsletter and 
online on the Forum pages. 
 
OAS OFFICERS – 2010 
President    Jim Geurin (918) 451-9046 jim.geurin@kktarchitects.com 
1st V. P.    Alena Jo Gleason (918) 275-4605 djglee@totelcsi.com 
2nd V.P.    Tina Cook (918) 828-3402 Cook4thebirds@aol.com 
Treasurer    Debbie Davis (918) 252-1781 sirian@cox.net 
Secretary    Karen O’Brien (918) 798-8908 kjocps@cox.net 
Board. Members  at Large 
    Carol Spilman (918) 299-9578 msBrattyBritches@aol.com 
   Robert Morgan (580) 310-0864 25birdz@wildblue.net 
 
Public Relations. Comm. Mary Hill (918) 437-3343 keeper@deshanekennels.com 
Library   Donna Dozier (918) 245-6226 dozier-munn@sbcglobal.net 
Membership                     Debbie Davis (918) 252-1781 sirian@cox.net 
Bird Fair                           Mary Hill        (918) 437-3343 keeper@deshanekennels.com 
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The following business card ads are from sponsors who help support the OAS. You can help 
by supporting them.     Also, consider putting your ad in. 
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Forest Trails Animal Hospital 
 
Paul L. Welch, DVM Lisa.K..Munson, DVM 
Jenny Greenhouse, DVM    Michael A. Rhodes, DVM 

Merrilee Q'Meilia, DVM 
 

6528 East 101 St                                           (918)  299-8448 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133                        (fax) (918) 299-3933 
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Carol Best, D.V.M.  
 
 

 Telephone :  (918) 66375965417 S. Mingo Rd.  
Emergency:  (918)  637-3120Tulsa, OK 74146  

 

DONATE FEATHERS!  
Donate molted feathers to the Feather Depot 

www.aeocities.com/ilblalock5857/featherdeoot.html 
Feathers will be used in Native American spiritual ceremonies, NOT SOLD! All sizes and 
types of feathers can be used.  We will clean the feathers. Contact Betty at 918-321-3460 or 
email: omuzuki@peoplepc.com  Or bring feathers to the monthly meetings 
 
(Editor note:  for small feathers use your dust buster to pick them up.  It 
is an easy way to collect something that small) 
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PAID MEMBERS ADS 
 

 
Brought To your by: 
Mary Hill, OAS Member 
 
Please contact her at: 
DeShane Kennels, Inc. 
1115 S. 129th E. Ave. 
Tulsa, Ok. 74108 
918  437-3343 
 
Seeds, Pellets, other foods                                http://www.deshanekennels.com 
And Treat Products                                           keeper@deshanekennels.com 
 
Call Mary to let her fill your Pretty Bird needs.  Look for her at most club meetings.  Call ahead and she’ll bring it to you at 
the meeting.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES TO MEMBERS: 
 

1. MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME IS HERE. 
We have enclosed an application for membership or renewal of membership 
in this newsletter.  Not all our data is up to date.   Even if you have a 
Lifetime membership we will need you to fill out the application form, so that 
we can update our data. Please fill out the form completely. You will also be 
able to obtain the membership form off our web site.  You would be surprised 
at how out dated our membership list is.  WE NEED YOUR HELP . 

 

��   OAS MEMBERS NEEDED�
Plans for our next bird fair are being put into play.  But we need workers.  Our fairs 
have been getting better and better.  We have OAS members who have worked very hard 
to make it a success.  With that success comes a need for more workers.  It is not too 
early to call Mary or Debbie to let them know you can help.   Once you have worked one 
of our fairs, you will want to do it again.  It is a great experience.  It is not hard and any 
time that you can give for the fair will be appreciated.  
Also we need to be gathering items for the raffle table. 
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Consider putting your ad here.  
This newsletter reaches many who will see your AD 
on a regular basis.   
                       It’s Cheap Advertising . 
 



 
 

          
 
 

NOVEMBER 2009 OAS GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  

  

     President Carol Spilman called the meeting to order at 2:00 P.M. on November 22, 
2009 at the Hardesty Library. Officers present were President/Carol Spilman; 1st VP/Jo 
Gleason; Secretary/AFA Rep Debbie Davis; Robert Morgan/Treasurer; Mary 
Hill/Publicity/Bird Fair Coordinator, Board Member/Tina Cook and AFA Rep/Joy Jahn. 

     OLD BUSINESS:  Carol welcomed the club members and identified new guests. 
Robert gave the Treasurer’s Report, and provided the attendees with a copy of the 
Treasurer’s Report. Karen O’Brien made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. 
Motion was seconded and approved – none opposed.  

     NEW BUSINESS: Carol informed the members the November general meeting is her 
last meeting as President of the OAS. However, she will continue to support the OAS. 
She identified the new OAS Board Members: President – Jim Geurin; Treasurer- Debbie 
Davis; Secretary- Karen O’Brien.  

     Carol requested the business portion of the meeting come to an end. A motion was 
made to end the business part of the meeting. Motion seconded and approved – none 
opposed.  

     Mary introduced Dr. Darrel Styles, DVM, PhD as the guest speaker. Dr. Styles is a 
Veterinary Medical Officer with the USDA and provided the attendees with a very 
informative presentation on the Avian Influenza (H1N1). The information he presented 
was outstanding! The OAS members and guests listened to him speak grasping onto 
every word he was saying along with writing down the information from his slide show. 
Dr. Styles spoke for almost two hours, and he answered questions afterwards. Our club 
is very lucky to have Dr. Styles speak to us, and we thank him for taking time from his 
busy schedule to speak to us. 

  

Respectfully submitted by  

Debbie Davis, 2009 Secretary 
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            Minutes from the Secretary Bird 
 



 

Minutes of Board Meeting – January 5, 2010 
 
The Board met at the Hardesty Library beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 5, 2010.  Present 
were:  President Jim Guerin, Vice President Tina Cook, Treasurer Debbie Davis, Secretary Karen 
O’Brien, Bird Fair Chair and Publicity Chair Mary Hill, Librarian Donna Dozier, and member David 
O’Brien. 
 
Before the business portion began, Mary let the group know that Carol Spilman’s husband has been 
diagnosed with cancer, and Carol may not be able to participate in the Bird Fair as she had planned.  
Jim Guerin will take over the table arrangement portion of Carol’s commitment.  The members are 
asked to keep the family in their prayers, and to step up to help fill the void in fair preparations. 
 
Debbie Davis passed out the Treasurer’s report which was based on the figures from former Treasurer, 
Robert Morgan.  The report indicates some monies have been received for membership renewals and 
a few bird fair vendor contracts.  Payments were made for Dr. Styles’ speaker fee, mailbox renewal, 
UPS Store printing and mailing expenses.  A motion was made, seconded and all voted to accept the 
Treasurer’s report. 
 
Tina Cook presented the speakers that have been set for January (Kim Strong) and February (Dr. 
Frey).  Discussions followed as to what types of programs should be presented for the remainder of the 
year.  Toy Time, which had been held in January, may move to a summer meeting, and other speakers 
were discussed.  Members are asked to make suggestions of whom or what they would like to see at 
the monthly meetings. 
 
In her presentation of activities of the Bird Fair Committee, Mary Hill went over the way she handles the 
contracts from vendors, and some of the contacts she has had with long time vendors.  She voiced 
concern about the cards the public completes to be notified of upcoming fairs, and requested 
suggestions.  As the Publicity Committee chair, she presented the press releases she has made to 
send to various media as PSAs, and gave the Board members flyers to be posted at pet stores and vet 
offices. 
 
There was a discussion about the status of the club library.  There is a possibility that the books now 
being held by Librarian Donna Dozier may be sold to the members and/or at the raffle table during the 
next fair.  These books may then be replaced by DVDs to be made available to the members. 
 
Under unfinished business, President Guerin commented that the membership has not formally voted 
on the change of Member at Large from Joy Jahn to Robert Morgan.  Therefore, the membership will 
be asked to vote to approve or disapprove the change at the January meeting. 
 
Ongoing new business included requesting receipts for reimbursement of expenses incurred by the 
Board and AFA Delegates.  It was agreed to reimburse Mary Hill for printing and postage expenses 
incurred for the March Bird Fair. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

  

Respectfully submitted by 

 Karen O’Brien 2010 Secretary 
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I am excited about being President of the OAS for 2010.  This can be a great year for the club.  We are well 
under way for planning the next Bird Fair in March (March 6) and we have some great speakers for the 
general membership meetings this year.  I would like to have some good attendance for the membership 
meetings this year so please get the word out to other members, or potential members, for the time and place 
of the meetings.  The Board of Directors is working very hard to bring to the membership the programs, fairs, 
and other things they feel the membership would like to see.  I would like to invite the membership to contact 
me or any Board member with comments or questions.  We need feedback to be able to assess our progress.  
Also, we will be putting out the call for volunteers to help with the bird fair, so please help if at all possible.  
Here’s looking forward to a great year! 
 
Jim Geurin, President OAS 
 

Our January speaker will be Kim Strong, aviculturist and bird lover, currently from Colgate, 
Oklahoma.  Kim was raised in the Monterey Bay area of the central California coast. 
As a young child she was exposed to the vast array of birds in the salt flats and seashores of that 
region. Her love of birding was awakened and she has had a lifetime passion for anything 
feathered.           
 
Kim and her husband own and operate a 3500 acre cattle ranch in South Central Oklahoma. Her 
home was designed with an indoor aviary so that she and her husband could enjoy their birds 
indoors as well as outdoors. They are actively involved in Quail habitat restoration and the ranch is 
maintained as a wild bird refuge. 
          
 She has been owned at various times by Parakeets, Lovebirds, Cockatiels, African Greys and is 
now owned by a captivating pair of Macaws. She has been owned from an early age by at least one 
bird. 
  
Her birding has lead her to travel to many places. .A few are Australasia, Tasmania, New Zealand, 
Ireland, Mexico and Costa Rica. 
 
 In Costa Rica, Kim met Richard Frisius, co-founder with his daughter Carol, of the Amigos de las 
Aves foundation...Their efforts to attempt to repopulate the Great Green or Buffon’s Macaw and 
the Scarlet Macaw have made an impact on the current wild population of these beautiful and 
endangered species. 

Their work includes rescue of attempted smuggled birds, a captive breeding program (for 
release back into the wild), and most importantly , an education program for the children of Costa 
Rica which is changing the way the local populace views these birds.  

Kim will be sharing her love of birds and her passion for the work of Richard and Carol 
Frisius and the Amigos de las Aves foundation in Costa Rica. 

The work of this foundation is very important to several species of the area and they are 
always in need of contributions. 

    JANUARY 2010  OAS MEETING     



Something to be proud of... 
By Karen O’Brien 
 
Early on a chilly Sunday morning in October 2009, five intrepid members of the Oklahoma 
Avicultural Society who are actively involved in the OAS semi-annual Bird Fairs piled into an 
SUV and headed to the bird show in Springfield, Missouri.  Why?  To learn how another bird 
fair is organized, what they offer, seek potential vendors, and to support other bird people.   
                                

 
 
Mary Hill, OAS Bird Fair Chair, was joined on the trip by 2009 President Carol Spilman, 
member Karen O’Brien, 2009 Treasurer Robert Morgan, and At Large Member Tina Cook.  
Stopping outside Joplin to grab a buffet breakfast, the group arrived at the church where the fair 
was being held, and each paid the $4.00 entry fee. 
 
 
The entire fair was contained in one relatively small room.  There were several tables down the 
middle of the room with a variety of items on them and bins underneath, but these were not 
obviously marked as the raffle tables.  Eventually it became apparent that raffles were being 
conducted at about 1-hour intervals, and then the tabletops were replenished from the bins.  It 
was difficult to see all items available for raffle. 

 

 
 
While there, various members of our group had conversations with the volunteers who were 
conducting the fair, with vendors we knew and new potential vendors for our fairs, and with 
people who were attending a bird show for the first time.  From those conversations, we got 
some ideas, too, for our future fairs.   
 
On the drive back, we discussed the things we observed, and determined that our venue, basic 
structure, vendor selection and pricing are all top notch.  We talked about ways the Springfield 
group obtained donations for their raffle table, which the raffle committee will implement to try 
to get more items.  This core group of members wants the best for OAS, and is open to 
suggestions for improvement. 
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The general membership of the OAS can be very proud of the twice a year bird fairs we create.  
Our volunteers have faithfully worked hard for several years to bring vendors with items the 
members and the public want to find at such events, to obtain and offer donated items to be won 
at raffle drawings, and to present opportunities for education to bird lovers in the region.   
 
Right now we’re preparing for the Spring Fling fair on March 6, 2010.  The active members of 
this organization are the backbone of the volunteer group that pulls the event together.  Because 
these Tulsa fairs are so well received, there is a need for more bodies to cover the activities 
leading up to and on the day of the fair. 
 
Show your pride in your organization that draws people from as far away as Colorado and 
Louisiana by stepping up to help.  Find items to donate for the raffle tables.  Mark your calendar 
to spend a couple of hours helping at the admission or club tables.  Come to the January and 
February meetings to learn more about where you can help while you listen to speakers that the 
fair income pays for. 
 
Don’t think that somebody else will do it.  Sign up to share the pride. 
 

                 Chris’ Song Bird Suet 
1 can (2lb 10 oz) vegetable shortening        2 cups peanut butter 
                               (what ever is cheapest)           ½ cup chopped peanuts   
                                                                                                        ( or whatever you have on hand )    
4 cups cornmeal                                            2 cups whole wheat flour    
5 cups sunflower chips                                 1 cup cracked wheat (optional)                     
1 cup dried fruits, chopped  or raisins       1 cup oatmeal        
 
Melt shortening and peanut butter over low heat, stir often to prevent 
scorching.  Remove from heat and stir in remaining ingredients.  Pour into 
cake pans to cool –make sure it isn’t too thick for your suet feeders.  I usually 
get 12 to 15 cakes of suet out of this recipe.  The wild bird will love you.                                  
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The following article is from the Avicultural Society of Tucson Newsletter. 
Written by Donna Sleight for the Real Macaw Newsletter. 
 
BREAD BAD FOR BIRDS?? 
 
      Recently, in correspondence with the Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research in 
Delaware, they had an interesting hypothesis about bread and other carbs in 
relation to appropriate bird diets. 
      According to them, bread can be a bad thing to feed wild birds.  If this is true 
for wild birds, I think if it is a viable consideration for the health of our parrots, 
don’t you? 
     In most households, bread and other carbs seem to be a most enjoyable staple 
despite the low-carb hype of recent years.  Bread is the source of fuel preferred by 
the cells in our bodies, coming with an assortment of a few essential vitamins and 
minerals. 
     However, even though bread (including whole grain varieties) is also enjoyable 
to birds, is it essential, or even safe for our parrots?   In maintaining our parrot’s 
health, we should be aware that bread may rob a bird’s diet of the more 
nutritionally dense foods it requires.  In the case of a wild bird that relies on 
optimal muscle mass, bone strength, and feathering, they are more susceptible to 
predators, to making potentially fatal pilot errors and to losing out in the 
competition for more appropriate food. 
     What, then, could it mean for a parrot’s health?  No, they usually don’t need to 
protect themselves against predators; however, muscle mass, bone strength and 
feathering are very important.  So again, this is a viable consideration. 
     Upon doing a little research on this subject, it seems that bread can kill a wild 
bird directly by damaging its whole digestive system, as well as contributing to 
potentially fatal intestinal blockages. 
     Most vulnerable is the “crop”, located at the base of a bird’s throat.  The crop is 
where food is moistened.  Any sticky or expandable (bread product) substance can 
remain in the crop, causing it is to become distended, infected, or impacted (“crop 
stasis”), which will kill a bird. 
     Knowing the risk to wild birds, it isn’t worth the risk to our parrots’ life to feed 
it bread or bread products (cake, cookies, chips, crackers, rice or fries).     
     Options? For your outside wild birds, you can feed black oil sunflower seeds, 
suet, berries, apples, oranges, or even a dish of yummy mealworms.  Ducks and 
other waterfowl can be given whole corn (feed corn, not seed corn).  Seed corn is 
most likely treated with insecticides, and can kill birds. 
     For your parrots, offer a wide variety of vegetables and fruits.  Autumn is here- 
take advantage of the season and don’t forget to buy your parrots some of those 
little pumpkins (not the shellacked or painted varieties’) almonds in the shell, and 
especially those luscious pomegranates.  A pomegranate will keep a parrot 
occupied for hours. 
     Oh, and by the way, my African Grey does not agree with the part about the 
cookies!    
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